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Environmental Protection Agency § 51.350 

Subpart S—Inspection/Mainte-
nance Program Require-
ments 

SOURCE: 57 FR 52987, Nov. 5, 1992, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 51.350 Applicability. 
Inspection/maintenance (I/M) pro-

grams are required in both ozone and 
carbon monoxide (CO) nonattainment 
areas, depending upon population and 
nonattainment classification or design 
value. 

(a) Nonattainment area classification 
and population criteria. (1) States or 
areas within an ozone transport region 
shall implement enhanced I/M pro-
grams in any metropolitan statistical 
area (MSA), or portion of an MSA, 
within the State or area with a 1990 
population of 100,000 or more as defined 
by the Office of Management and Budg-
et (OMB) regardless of the area’s at-
tainment classification. In the case of 
a multi-state MSA, enhanced I/M shall 
be implemented in all ozone transport 
region portions if the sum of these por-
tions has a population of 100,000 or 
more, irrespective of the population of 
the portion in the individual ozone 
transport region State or area. 

(2) Apart from those areas described 
in paragraph (a)(1) of this section, any 
area classified as serious or worse 
ozone nonattainment, or as moderate 
or serious CO nonattainment with a de-
sign value greater than 12.7 ppm, and 
having a 1980 Bureau of Census-defined 
(Census-defined) urbanized area popu-
lation of 200,000 or more, shall imple-
ment enhanced I/M in the 1990 Census- 
defined urbanized area. 

(3) Any area classified, as of Novem-
ber 5, 1992, as marginal ozone non-
attainment or moderate CO nonattain-
ment with a design value of 12.7 ppm or 
less shall continue operating I/M pro-
grams that were part of an approved 
State Implementation Plan (SIP) as of 
November 15, 1990, and shall update 
those programs as necessary to meet 
the basic I/M program requirements of 
this subpart. Any such area required by 
the Clean Air Act, as in effect prior to 
November 15, 1990, as interpreted in 
EPA guidance, to have an I/M program 
shall also implement a basic I/M pro-
gram. Serious, severe and extreme 

ozone areas and CO areas over 12.7 ppm 
shall also continue operating existing 
I/M programs and shall upgrade such 
programs, as appropriate, pursuant to 
this subpart. 

(4) Any area classified as moderate 
ozone nonattainment, and not required 
to implement enhanced I/M under para-
graph (a)(1) of this section, shall imple-
ment basic I/M in any 1990 Census-de-
fined urbanized area with a population 
of 200,000 or more. 

(5) [Reserved] 
(6) If the boundaries of a moderate 

ozone nonattainment area are changed 
pursuant to section 107(d)(4)(A)(i)-(ii) of 
the Clean Air Act, such that the area 
includes additional urbanized areas 
with a population of 200,000 or more, 
then a basic I/M program shall be im-
plemented in these additional urban-
ized areas. 

(7) If the boundaries of a serious or 
worse ozone nonattainment area or of a 
moderate or serious CO nonattainment 
area with a design value greater than 
12.7 ppm are changed any time after en-
actment pursuant to section 
107(d)(4)(A) such that the area includes 
additional urbanized areas, then an en-
hanced I/M program shall be imple-
mented in the newly included 1990 Cen-
sus-defined urbanized areas, if the 1980 
Census-defined urban area population 
is 200,000 or more. 

(8) If a marginal ozone nonattain-
ment area, not required to implement 
enhanced I/M under paragraph (a)(1) of 
this section, is reclassified to mod-
erate, a basic I/M program shall be im-
plemented in the 1990 Census-defined 
urbanized area(s) with a population of 
200,000 or more. If the area is reclassi-
fied to serious or worse, an enhanced I/ 
M program shall be implemented in the 
1990 Census-defined urbanized area, if 
the 1980 Census-defined urban area pop-
ulation is 200,000 or more. 

(9) If a moderate ozone or CO non-
attainment area is reclassified to seri-
ous or worse, an enhanced I/M program 
shall be implemented in the 1990 Cen-
sus-defined urbanized area, if the 1980 
Census-defined population is 200,000 or 
more. 

(b) Extent of area coverage. (1) In an 
ozone transport region, the program 
shall cover all counties within subject 
MSAs or subject portions of MSAs, as 
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defined by OMB in 1990, except largely 
rural counties having a population den-
sity of less than 200 persons per square 
mile based on the 1990 Census and 
counties with less than 1% of the popu-
lation in the MSA may be excluded 
provided that at least 50% of the MSA 
population is included in the program. 
This provision does not preclude the 
voluntary inclusion of portions of an 
excluded county. Non-urbanized islands 
not connected to the mainland by 
roads, bridges, or tunnels may be ex-
cluded without regard to population. 

(2) Outside of ozone transport re-
gions, programs shall nominally cover 
at least the entire urbanized area, 
based on the 1990 census. Exclusion of 
some urban population is allowed as 
long as an equal number of non-urban 
residents of the MSA containing the 
subject urbanized area are included to 
compensate for the exclusion. 

(3) Emission reduction benefits from 
expanding coverage beyond the min-
imum required urban area boundaries 
can be applied toward the reasonable 
further progress requirements or can 
be used for offsets, provided the cov-
ered vehicles are operated in the non-
attainment area, but not toward the 
enhanced I/M performance standard re-
quirement. 

(4) In a multi-state urbanized area 
with a population of 200,000 or more 
that is required under paragraph (a) of 
this section to implement I/M, any 
State with a portion of the area having 
a 1990 Census-defined population of 
50,000 or more shall implement an I/M 
program. The other coverage require-
ments in paragraph (b) of this section 
shall apply in multi-state areas as well. 

(5) Notwithstanding the limitation in 
paragraph (b)(3) of this section, in an 
ozone transport region, States which 
opt for a program which meets the per-
formance standard described in 
§ 51.351(h) and claim in their SIP less 
emission reduction credit than the 
basic performance standard for one or 
more pollutants, may apply a geo-
graphic bubble covering areas in the 
State not otherwise subject to an I/M 
requirement to achieve emission reduc-
tions from other measures equal to or 
greater than what would have been 
achieved if the low enhanced perform-
ance standard were met in the subject 

I/M areas. Emissions reductions from 
non-I/M measures shall not be counted 
towards the OTR low enhanced per-
formance standard. 

(c) Requirements after attainment. All 
I/M programs shall provide that the 
program will remain effective, even if 
the area is redesignated to attainment 
status or the standard is otherwise ren-
dered no longer applicable, until the 
State submits and EPA approves a SIP 
revision which convincingly dem-
onstrates that the area can maintain 
the relevant standard(s) without ben-
efit of the emission reductions attrib-
utable to the I/M program. The State 
shall commit to fully implement and 
enforce the program until such a dem-
onstration can be made and approved 
by EPA. At a minimum, for the pur-
poses of SIP approval, legislation au-
thorizing the program shall not sunset 
prior to the attainment deadline for 
the applicable National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards (NAAQS). 

(d) SIP requirements. The SIP shall de-
scribe the applicable areas in detail 
and, consistent with § 51.372 of this sub-
part, shall include the legal authority 
or rules necessary to establish program 
boundaries. 

[57 FR 52987, Nov. 5, 1992, as amended at 60 
FR 48034, Sept. 18, 1995; 61 FR 39036, July 25, 
1996; 65 FR 45532, July 24, 2000] 

§ 51.351 Enhanced I/M performance 
standard. 

(a) [Reserved] 
(b) On-road testing. The performance 

standard shall include on-road testing 
(including out-of-cycle repairs in the 
case of confirmed failures) of at least 
0.5% of the subject vehicle population, 
or 20,000 vehicles whichever is less, as a 
supplement to the periodic inspection 
required in paragraphs (f), (g), and (h) 
of this section. Specific requirements 
are listed in § 51.371 of this subpart. 

(c) On-board diagnostics (OBD). For 
those areas required to implement an 
enhanced I/M program prior to the ef-
fective date of designation and classi-
fications under the 8-hour ozone stand-
ard, the performance standard shall in-
clude inspection of all model year 1996 
and later light-duty vehicles and light- 
duty trucks equipped with certified on- 
board diagnostic systems, and repair of 
malfunctions or system deterioration 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 10:48 Aug 01, 2008 Jkt 214143 PO 00000 Frm 00302 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\214143.XXX 214143rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 P
R

O
D

1P
C

67
 w

ith
 C

F
R


